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ious to go to school. He was allowed to do so before he was six, and
he took part enthusiastically to the best of his ability. Although he did
not accomplish much scholastically, he enjoyed himself and became
the school pet. He goes around the school grounds counting to
himself sometimes, will stay after school is dismissed to finish read-
ing a page he has started, and likes to sing before the class, some-
times even persuading other little boys to sing with him. He is not
a show-off, just greatly interested in everything that is going on and
not afraid of being laughed at. He tags around after the bigger
boys when he is not busy playing. At home he is the leader even if
his older brothers are present, but at school he defers to the older
boys.
On the tests, too, Light Boy was eager and successful. He made
an IQ of 136 on the Arthur, and the other tests show him to have
superior mental ability. He seems to be nearer to maturity than one
would expect for his seven years, but he still is hampered to some
extent by babyish tendencies, so that it is difficult to tell just how
well he can use his intellectual gifts. He seems very spontaneous and
free in his activity and very successful in his personal relations. He
should get along well with both his agemates and older people, and
he gives evidence of a very sound personal adjustment himself.
Summary and Discussion. Here is a child who has qualities that
are prized in white society as well as his own; intelligence, for in-
stance, and a free-and-easy way with people. In spite of being some-
thing of a pet wherever he finds himself, he has not been spoiled
by it but, perhaps, further encouraged to develop the friendly tenden-
cies he possesses. Life has treated him kindly and given him no
reason to distrust it or to build defenses against it.
, All this has happened in a quite average family, no better and no
worse than many others. Perhaps his parents' chief contribution,
besides the chance combination of characteristics which he inherited
from them, has been to let him alone to develop at his own speed.
It is possible, too, that the attention and instruction of an adult like
his grandfather has helped to give him a self-confidence that makes
him able to mobilize his capacities. In that case, one might well
ask, "Why is Light-Boy the only one in the family like this?" To
that we do not know the answer, and it is probable that chance, both
in his inheritance and his life experience, played a large part.
In any case, Light Boy is an outstanding child, with qualities